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Geoff  is an experienced public speaker who draws on three enthusiasms in the talks he offers. He 
worked for most of  his career in the nuclear industry specialising in the risks that come from 
exposure to radiation. He was editor of  an international Journal for five years and, after he retired,  
he spent several years writing a history of  the subject: Taming the Rays published in 2008. He thinks 
the whole topic is fascinating and, told in the right way, quite accessible for a general audience.

He bought his his first boat when he was 50 and over the last 20 years or so has sailed most of  
the English Channel and the West Coast of  France. If  he had known what he knows now, he thinks 
he would have started earlier. He would like to share some of  what he’s learnt about boats, the sea  
and the people who sail it.

He also enjoys writing and books. When he finished Taming the Rays he started on another book 
about radiation (with the rather alarming working title Dr Muller and the Mutants) but after a year he 
came across Winifred Brown and enjoyed a diversion writing her life story with help from her son, 
the actor Tony Adams. He set up a company to publish the biography and is finding that another  
fascinating activity. So one of  the talks is about Win Brown and another about self-publishing.

The practicalities are straightforward enough. The talks last a minimum of  45 minutes and, while 
they  can  all  be  delivered  without  visual  aids,  they  are  better  illustrated  with  a  Power  Point  
presentation. All can be extended to 90 minutes and the radiation one can expand to a whole lecture 
series...Fees are negotiable. 

WINIFRED BROWN: BRITAIN’S ADVENTURE GIRL NO. 1
Geoff  has recently published a biography of  the remarkable Win Brown. Born in Sale in Cheshire 

in  1899,  the  wayward  daughter  of  a  well-off  Manchester  butcher,  she  became an  outstanding  
sportswoman, aviator and yachtswoman. She played hockey, and ice hockey (although she could 
hardly skate) for England. In 1927 took up flying and, in 1930, she was the first (and last) woman to  
win the prestigious King’s Cup Air Race around England. By now a national celebrity, she made a 
canoe voyage in the upper Amazon before turning to sailing. Her drive and ambition soon took her 
and her constant companion Ron Adams, both novices, on three long and hazardous voyages from 



the Menai Straits in Wales to Norway in her small boat—including one to Spitsbergen in the Arctic. 
War came and claimed the love of  her life, Norwegian resistance hero Einar Sverdrup. A baby made 
legitimate when she married Ron Adams (although he was not the father),  family break-up and 
financial problems changed everything and she and young Tony moved from Beaumaris to London 
where he trained as an actor. As Tony’s career blossomed, she mingled with his friends, always 
outrageous, always fun. Later, she moved to the south coast, drank with the cream of  the yachting 
fraternity and spent her later years living on Tony’s stylish motor yacht in various harbours. Tony 
Adams meanwhile, among many other successes in theatre and variety, became a national heart-
throb as racy Adam Chance in the legendary soap Crossroads.

The talk is also available as part of  a package with Tony Adams.

TAMING THE RAYS
Geoff  is the author of  Taming the Rays, the first book to tell the full story of  man’s discovery and 

use of  radiation and his attempts to control it. Radiation, one way or another, is seldom out of  the 
news. In this talk Geoff  explains what radiation is and why it’s harmful, taking us on a journey  
through gamma rays, alpha-particles, chromosomes, DNA, radiotherapy, mutations, atom bombs 
and accidents. How man has tried to control it is another part of  the story. Is it a friend or foe? It’s  
difficult to be sure but it is a fascinating story told in an engaging non-technical way.

THE JOYS OF SAILING
If  you’ve ever stood on a quay looking at yachts and motor-boats wondering where they go and  

what the people do (and maybe you’ve thought you might try it yourself), this is the talk for you. 
You  will  learn  something  about  boats,  charts,  tides,  weather,  navigation  and  what  skills  and 
qualifications you need. Also how to get started and how much it all costs. You won’t know enough 
to set off  round the world but it could start you on a new and exciting pastime.

FIRST STEPS IN SELF-PUBLISHING
There have been a least two revolutions in publishing in the last decade. Print on Demand has 

made it possible to produce very short runs of  paper books and the growth of  the e:reader has  
made it possible to publish and distribute books cheaply and quickly. One consequence is that it is 
now quite practicable to write and publish your own book — and it’s not too difficult. Geoff  has  
now published several books of  his own and has just started a small publishing company to help  
others do the same. 

Find out what’s involved. You could publish those poems you’ve written just for your friends, a 
book for  a  club or society  you belong to or  maybe you have a blockbuster  lying  in  a  drawer. 
Whatever, this talk will set you on the path to having a go.

Contact Geoff  on 01925 755076 or geoff@pitchpole.co.uk for more information.
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